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What greater honor or distinction oould be conferred 
upon any man ,or associated with lii- memory, than i«> be 
accorded such an bonorable title with such great gloryl 

"The Father of Secularism*" 

Not thai the physical truths inculcated by secular phil- 
osophy were Brat discovered by him. but that In bis effort 
to rid humanity of one of it- greatest plague-spots, be 1 1 1 1 * 1 « * r - 
tools to apply tin* universal law of life and living to man, 
as to jiII else, in his relation to the world. 

England is able to boast s brilliant array of mental 
giants who baVe fearlessly fought against ihe machinations 
of orthodoxy, and among them none greater or grander 
than George Jacob Holyoake. For generation his name 
was i household word among English Freethinkers. While 
quite ii young man sad just beginning the investigation 
which 1«'<I ii- into Freetbought truth, the Blade's Editor 
learned of ;m<l ultimately chiik' to know this [rreat leader 
of Secularism, and to know bim was to love him. Kindly 
end benevolent, charitable snd merciful, be detested shams 
snd hypocrisy, ;m<l hi- heart snd mind were over an opus 

1 k whereon the world could read exactly whal he thought. 

lie won for himself an enviable distinction of ;i leader in 
Rationalistic thought, the promulgator if Secularism, and 
drew to himself the hatred and antagonism of the church. 
Me taught that morality was natural, and had do connection 
with the supposed supernatural. 1 1 < * knew no god, no heaven, 
no hell. These hideous phantasies be swept aside with i 
whirlwind of thought and argument. He recognised no 

church, no bible, no priest, ae arbiter* of human tl ght 

anc 1 notion. Hs (aught that the of thu lii'«' was tl 
lightful object of primary pursuit and that honest con 
elusion was without guilt of sin. 

George Jacob Holyoake wai born « ■ t Birmingham, the 
borne of iron and steel, in tin* year i s l7. He Hod a few 
-h<»rt years ;i!_ r <» ;»t an advanced age, F<»r thirteen years ho 
worked and labored in ;m iron foundry, with hi< father, in 
the city of bii birth. Thii brief experience opened to hi* 
wondering and inquiring mind, the petty tyranny of the 
employers of labor, and tin* seeming apathy jim'1 utter help- 
lossness of the laborer. Ii ii said of him, that thii played 
an important part in the shaping and moulding of hi^ bnl 
liant career which followed. Upon reaching manhood 'i 
estate he openly abandoned the religious, or orthodox views, 
derived from the atmosphere in which h<- h;i<l lived, and 
adopting the views then being actively promulgoted by Roll 
ort Owen, the great co-operative and social reformer, young 
Holyoake became an energetic worker In the cause of 
Secularism and industrial reform. 

Assuming ji distinguished prominence in this advocacy 
and attracting considerable public attention, he drew toward 
himself the malicious opposition and persecution of the 
church. He w;i> charged with being an Atheist, then eon 



sidered ji crime in England, and upon being tried upon that 
charge, m Gloucester, he was convicted ;m<l given s jail 
sentence of six months, which be served <mt. Imprisoned 
for opinion's sake. But hU martyrdom accomplished much 
for humanity. His frank and fearless nature, bis straight- 
forward conduct, gave ;i stimulus to thousands of others, 
and from that day Secularism in England began to jrrow 
and spread with startling rapidity. Being liberated, after 
serving his sentence, be went to London again, whither he 
had been laboring for the cause he had espoused, and re 
Mimed bis publication of The Reasoner, from a house In 
Fleet Str. ct, then well known as i rendexvous for advanced 
thinker- and liberal political workers. As editor of The 
Reasoner he labored and struggled to promote human free- 
dom, and taught i respectful toleration of all opinions. 

Secularism now began to be known in England. Many 
ether thinkers had been attracted to the cause. These openly 
espoused the same oause, and now came Charles Brad- 
laugh, W. Stewart Ross, Obarlee Watts, Annie Besant, .T. 
M. Robertson, :m<l G. W. Foote, the latter now being the 
leader of the movement in England. During Rolyoake's 
sctive career he became the personal friend of Maoeini and 
Garibaldi, the Italian patriot*. Holyoake gave his support 
and encouragement to the Italian struggle for liberty, in 
which the distinguished patriots named were the leaders, 
and extended i helping hand to the op pre ssed of Hungary. 

Having learned from Robert Owen that men are what they 
are by virtue of their surroundings, and that the Improve- 
ment of these is the only possible means of elevating the In- 
dividual, it \\;i< but natural that Holyoake should believe 
that industrial emancipation and industrial co-operation 
were ne cess a ry to the full and complete education of tho 
race, and, therefore, it was but logical, as the advocate of 
Secularism and Utilitarianism, that Holyoake should de- 
rote his life's labor to the welfare of the working people, 
for he saw, as every true reformer must, that In their happi- 
ness ;unl improvement lies the true glory of the nice and 

the certainty of the world's progress, 

In giving this brief sketch of such m noble character, we 
cannot <h> better than to close it by reproducing ji brief trib- 
nte paid to this -rent man by the late Del. Robert 0, 
! ngersoll. He said « — 

There is not in 'his world i aobler, braver hum, in Baglaad 

he luis SOUS m I mucli for the BTOSt 6SWJM of intellectual liberty as 

■ny other man of this feneration Hs has dons as much for the 
poor, for fe children <>f Doll, for the homeless and srretehed, ss 
an) other llvlaa i»' : "' H« attacked all abases, aU tyranny, 
and all Forms of hypocrisy, m> sreapons bavs been reasoa, tofto, 
roots, Kindness, snd sbove sU, example He h;is lived his sresd 
lie hns won th. admiration snd re sp ect of his bitterest aatasa> 
n He ins the aimpllelty of childhood, tbs enthusiasm of 

yOttth, and tft)« wisdom of SSJS. He does not attach msn and women, 
but dOSjmSJ Snd Creedl He knows that there are wrongs besides 

thou born of superstition, that people arc not necessarily happy 
bocau s thej bavs renounesd ths thirty-nine articles,— and that 

the priest is not the only enemy of mankind." 
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Frohi the Banks of the Classic Euphrates 



INTELLECTUAL FLOWERS CULLED FROM ANCIENT LANDS. EVIDENCES OF 
THE ECLECTICISM OF CHRISTIANITY FOUND IN THE BIRTH 
OF HEBREW MYTHOLOGY. 



I By fudge Partita B. LaeM.) 
in that long time bbo oe the fertiL banks 
of Um Bapbratea, tho load irhMi rare birth 
t.> Hebrew myt imiogy . Nature oooUnoot |q 
smile on its i boo grandeur, bal now sleep 
Ibb Bfjei (,, ' deooUttoa, while we eatailj sit 

on ttl placid banks and listen to tBO DBb* 
UlBB waters as they dash from tin- tDOBfl 
lain tops of Haetria to proclaim the birth of 
tBO Biff of Iran. 

wi en obo ttfot of roo4lai tbo btetorj of 

tBO bloody strifes and D O W O O BttOBB Of (Mil is- 
tianity. it is a relief to turn :<» tBO pacific 
MogrBBBf Of tBO prophet of the long llBOO 
dead past, iind there bask in tho sunbeams 
of humanity as ihey glisten from the BTB- 

ci pt s of BoroBOtor. 

Who was this philosopliic.il reformer, and 
what land nave him birth? In following 
the < bseuro lines of BTOBBOOlogtOB] historv. 
WO Hnd It easier to ask than to BBBWOF 

these BBootSom; bB4 tbo reader is entitled 

to the best answer historv QB9 give. 

BoroBOtor, or Earafbaater, as rendered iti 

Creek, was born at the oast <»f Iran, in Hac 
tria. Plato says he was the founder of the 
doctrine of the Magi, and I son of \roma 

zes. According to Powjpetae, he WB1 ICIai 
of nactrla. and founder of th Maulan nrt. 
A fOW detail! of Ms life are given. Pll»y 
s;i\s bO lOttgBOd on the day of his birth, 
and for thirtv yeari BOld IBOfOd commune 
with | single deltv in the wilderness. 

The nam. of Zoroaster will llw and llOW 
\y glide down tho grooves of time as tBO 
noblest humanitarian that eve,- adorned the 
pages of religious history Wo should l<now 
Inst when this man first cast tils glowing 
light on tho horizon of a BOBtflhtOd world: 
but tho decrees of a blind fate have bOOB 
lost !n tho lunglo of past acres Tin* he 
lived not later than 1^00 vears boforo our 
POO M BOB era. all agree: but hist when or 
whore ho was bom no ono sorms to know 
\ few writers assert that he was a nivth 
while the weight of opinion and later W 
search, maintain that he was a real man 
and the field of his labors was tn Ractrla 
on the eastern confines of Trnn. which hdn 
«d Cbaldoa on the south. a-t 

Vutnerons boOBl claimed to be the WTl 
tings of this man. have come down to onr 
time, bnt tho matters presented In them are 
PO heterogeneous ns to give color to tbo 
statement tbal 10010, If not all. of them 



WON written by others lOBg alter tBO death 
Of the prophet, while smut inainta n that 
bo left no writings; but. the tlBOOfO BBd 
earnest spirit manifested in some writings 
BOCrlbod to blBJ, tOO foil Of genuine s.\ m 

path.v b r his people tO be the work of 
others. That lOfOBOtOT DOlOBBOd to tbo 
dOOOlt, and like Mohammed, was in love 
with the camel and the trackless wastes. 
I00BB1 BBtte certain, for it was in this ca 
paci'y. as a traveb r from India to the 
BopbratOB, that he iBbOlOd the inspiration 
which ga\e vent to hi; li\tnn,. :i> portray, d 
in his Caths. 

His life went out. no- in search of new 
BOB! Of a new religion, but to engraft OB 
the old worn out IjrttOB! a better lift. This 
worn out religion was -. nrxtui HS of Chaldean 
an I Hindu mythology, which had lost sight 
Of the great solar god for tho worship of 
sticks and stones. — | pant hoi sm. now com 
IBB I" fashion with the more scholarly 

dol>ts.) 

Xor does it seem f at BorOBOO r*l sole 
Objoel was of a spiritual nature, for he loved 
the wild and romantic life of tho 8000*1 
WBBtOO, as well 'as the more pictures. pm 
mountain §008*1 of the herd -man in his 
PBOtoml solitude. The love of nature in her 
primitive simplicity won the affections of 
tbtl roaming dreamer. 

PlOtBTOb says of Zoroaster: "He held 
COtnmnno with a single god in all the wide 
world around him: whll, CbrySOOtOBJ says: 
"Neither Homer nor Rettod sang of char 
int RBd horse, or Zeus. Pke Zoroaster." 

1 1 to tho time of Zoroaster. Hirlmippu* 
assigns the life of this BTOBl man to a per- 
iod ".ono vears before thr Troian War. 
while Xanthus and Aristotle place him 
(VOnn years before Xerxes. That Zoroaster 

taught the Ifaalaa religion the worship of 

tBO BBS as tho source of all life. In all its 
parity, tbOTO can be no doubt if his bloc: 

rapbj li reliable. 

U before said, whether Zoroaster left 
Bay writings, or whether all tho writings 
MOHbod to him B70T0 the WOTll of others 
iftOf Ml death, cannot be dotorailBOd with 
certainty: that of tho numerous writings 
that DOrpoN to come from him It Is corta'n 
t!ia» tboy wen- written at tlBHHI aid« iDOlt, 
nn t i f r 1i . in lo&B after hll dOBtb, and tbBl 

they oBBie Fron RtBda sources from rheoe 
writings a few facts may bo llOBBOd from 



BBJBBfl tBO rOBlBBOOl and legends that Mir 
lound him. 

In th.' AvOBta and tBO Vas'. we are told 
that all natun rojolood at the birth of 
gorOBOtOf ; it was no little star of the Baal 
that followed and watched ov*-r his cradle, 
b.r the w, < p. heavens and the earth smiled 
< I his infantile face. 

While a ni» r ( boy. his wisdom in debate 
overshadowed the otlicets of the King> 
courr. A little later he uive S Panic to and 
slays the demons; lie pass, s through a 
mountain of fire unharmed; bi tBffBl hll 
back on the devil, who often iiim the king- 
doms of the earth t,, reaoaaee his mission. 

It is not until he reaches the ;-ue of thirty 
years that the BOdl permit him to enter on 
his divine BUoolOB, just, as later, was BtrOB 
to Christ. When this time came, he wm.t 
out into the world preaching and perform 
ing miracles as did Christ later on. Fin 
ally he notifies his bearero, as did Christ, 
to prepare for the end of 'he world, which 
was to come in his time, when a new BOB- 
rOB and earth were to replace the old. at 
which time judgment would he meted out 
to BBBB according to deserts The Chris 
tlBB story of this affair, as tpplled to Christ, 
is an almost an exact copy. The Christian 
plagiarist was a Bbo copyist. The latter 

Ireoti makei Bo t oBo to r the messoimer of 

the onlv revealed roBglOB Of the god Or 
muzd. same tj our new testament makes 
Christ the messenger of tho only revealed 
religion of the fod .l. hovah. 

Tn the Bha-Naaa, it Is said Zoroaster was 
crucified at Balkh. All one and tho fame 
storv We know the ear'v Christians 
were familiar with those stories concerning 

Boroaoto r u well as the lefendf "f Boddba 

BBd the Hindu Chr ; shna. for all tbOOO things 
were household savings in Rome at the 
time of tho writing of our BOODOll These 
stories told of Christ in our gospels are not 
only the same as those told bv Zoroaster 
but ■BbotBBtlBny the same U those told 
by Huddha. 4pOtlOBlBa of TyOltB, of Rnmu 
lus. of Cyrus, of tho Kmperor Augustus, and 
numerous other pagan heroes. 

Tn the BTeetB lOOd and evil seem a little 
mixed, where tho good snirits were at BBO 
time called daevas. which, in TVsian. r."-. 
dOffl div The Hindus and th. old HbIIbBOI 
make diva from the same root, the <i>«n' 
of <1arkness thus maklntr th- 1 div or dacv ,~ 

repreooBl both faod ami ertl. Boi it It 

sa'd. «ood and BVtl were onlv different at 

tribatet nf the "tie god, Ormaid. This is 

e.piallv true OTbOB applied to all the -r at 
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raUgfcMp of Um world, past and preaant 

In time, with them all. i In sc ai tributes 
so. niing ineoiiMstent with one ami ihe 
sani, scd, were sej»arat« «1, 1 Inn I peiVOB*! 
devil was made to ra pr aaa a : the evil at- 
tribute. This separation pave :o the 
Pt KlgkNM world a god of only ^ood attributes 
and a devil with only the b.ei ones. That, 
of course, put these two b< i::gs in i 
attire, since which they bar* I • ♦ n battling 
for the possession of KMU. In the end tic 
good is to MHWM tlM a? iraaa til will 
ba nn rged in one »;ood OT god, who wi tM 
all in all. While this is the Christian 
tfctofi today, it is none oth^r :han the old 
lagan plan. 

The Rig-Veda calls the daffl primus, 
Atura. when, in later wr-im-s. th( cone 
spomting word is us< d to r» j pes-it the sun, 
tin nprtll n<d. It is \sur.i M.i/.da. Tin- 
worj. .Ma/la. like i lie cor.* »m»« anlin ; word. 
Christ . way. with the Id rlaai U wi'h 

•» e early Cbrtatlaaa, used n >a adlaatfra, 
i galfjrtaf pooi, i. Pi pMy. rtettt Umra 
oajaa raprai atad taa ti^'e i ittrlaatca, 
d»\a. the low*:-, cf taa sui..-' divinity. Out 
thth«- attribatei aroaa taa legend o| the 
rabellka of tin dti . *no arai east out af 
haaraa, aad thus btaaaaa Uk CaU*ai aaitai, 
ti i &n . / bun. or it vii of tin Mala. 

That, it will ba sen,, that out of the two 
ti tributes food and evil of the fffjff re 
I gion. WOm OUT biblical god and devil. 

Tharatfore, aaj taa authorities, Oiuiuad, 

conjoined With h n: elf, represents a plural 
Ity of rtii. perronlfloattoa of ethical Idaaa, 

all that is good. The son of Ormuzd is 
i • pre- < nted as I personality attaehed to 
his fa'h'r. and. like Christ, raflffaaaatl his 

fatajr in ataraa. when taa taro ipirlti 

Az'ira and l>«\a. 000 in collision thO) an* 

made to rapraaaa)! taa conflict of good and 
evil — day aad aajp I at war Taa a rid 

divides ItaaH into that, which Is A afM, 
and that which is Arlmans. or as we have 

thaac attrlbutat paraoalflad la our Bfbla, 

tho-. who are tin- ehihlren of "d and 'ho-, 
who are the children of the devil. 

In both Dta Zoroastrian and Christnan 
systems taa war is carried on between the 

gods and devils for the poaaajatoa of aaaJi 
The revfiations it Taa bv Onnaad f »» 
Eoroaatar daelare thai Onnaad eraatad loan 
a fraa agent, to ohooac between good ind 

evil, or in tin* language of tM '' Y l ' 1 
"Since thou. O Mazda did DTI ate man gl 
the gods, leaving him fraa to ehOOM §00d OF 
evil, to li or speak the truth, to obej thy 
word, knowing good from evil. Armai'i 

iratehei tby doings." By i traa aoafaaaloB 

of faith, by gOOd daada, keeping free his 
body and soul, he defeats the powers of Sa 
taa, strengthens good m - ami thereby is 

tabllahai his data oa Ormnid for raward 
Christianity differs from Ifagtanlam oaly bi 

requiring faith instead of good works as a 
passport to the realms of bliss. According 



to the (Jaths. Zoroaster was commanded to 
fO forth ami proclaim Irs doctrine to all 
the world, in which In declared that the 
I ml of all things would ba in his time. 

When wo read the biography of this 
great teacher, we can but think how closely 
tfta biblical story of Christ follows in the 
wake of the legends ascribed to the prophet 
of Iran. 

Yet how loath Christians ar« to see or 
concede that which is *o apparently true. 
"Ours is the only true religion: all others 
are false." say our c|. rics. even though 
ours was borrowed in all its parts from the 
false one« Such is the logic of our priest- 
hood. 

A few words aj to the borrowing of 
Christianity from paganism and this article 
must close 

Tt will he remembered thar in primitive 

Chrlat faulty tha aaai wai divided into three 

parts: The Fas't with its center at An- 
tloch: the «5outh with Its center at Alexan- 
dra : the West with Its center flt Rome. 
Fach was presided over bv Its own Rbhops 

M Mnt time an aitaaafva aaravaa trade 

was carried en batwaau Tndia. Persta Asia 
Mlr>o- and Alexandria Tn this wav. and 
throaatl the Roman nrmleq. the numeretis 
people were 1n almost rtnil v communication 
Relfe'on Wft^l the vonimon n^onl" Is the'r 
all: It forms tho grenter nnrt of the'r con- 
versation The people of \cji have at nil 
times boon vaff ^eliclons. Tp fae*. the Fas 1 
f 4,«fa1 wnc tho eradlo of learlv nit iho 

rraat ral'afoan iratama, ft fa fraa thai the 

Voroerpon were no* w'thopt ,n cvqtoTn of 
their owp This TplpHf n£ r n f f > n neople^ of 
\<--»a Nhfthara ^frleil and the Roman prov 
Inces 1n repernl. nerncaarttv mirip tho 

, ariv flhrfatfani fim ?1< T wi*h Maafaa*am 
tn'' tho rloetrlnoc of ^nron^toT which as 
pfnrocotrl wore n mfrfat nr Mettdfat of nil 
tbo eulte on«»t of <5v r t n tprPi^fpcr ep 0 ) n 
" 0ri ^ c r ,f rtnrldhn find Tnd'n 

Qpeh n-ore tV».-» r<<11Mnuq (r^nK! of tho 
Fief tvhUn ot Itin TVn>.f th, C,roo\r pbtt 

i Roaftv wMali awnatad fY*t^at««w w»a tho 

foMr^n»tr»n of H,o V n r»l-torit^ cv 5 ton 
Wb»cb como four V M „,1rrw1 vootj tnt^^ hotp*» 

mortlfloft hv PMto of \] , n ,l,.»n rrove rnr 

♦ TierP Afrfpo thn nrrmc r f ^ ww*i*m iWTor 
la* trom *ho ouHe of Ad., V^'tM, n tt ttipq r , 

iffvarvattf falfwfnti* fon^nntn 5f1Vv mm UiymA 

tho rnrlv rhrl' tln^c IWnnd R wall dfflnol 
c-v*om nf r^l"l^na <-^pttrnr»nt r^ndv mnfio 
for thorn 111 «^ev hift i n * n ivo* tn itf f 
opf from tViom nit oti^ eotro* cpoh oq cnffn^ 

them Von P^itonfc-m ^'hfto nnrotv nlto 
am*faa1 wic tn '•ti t»q oeqopfnl fontiiroc 

oVof f!lll4«H«a9H Nl *hr on^ prOVO^ to M 
Vo r dtd Von PtnMn^m ^'ffor hn* cllo-pM- 
from tho Foctom onttp Tho "toHno of »H 
c«omc hrM no foim^nflon 

o*hor th^n n^OTorv' nil mi'thd 

TTo^o M-o T-o^rh fh r»o«nf «c to tho hor 
ron'tp" T1l# ftorfrc of Voo Plotoptqrn find 



llafla&lam, as bafora said, were familiar 
household tMasa; they constituted a mass 
of doatlai OOBOapta, allegories, legends 
tad fain taJaa, a^toB were inhaled by the 
religious elements of the Roman Empire. 
Bran one had his mouth filled with them, 
which were readily adopted and applied to 
bUddiOf Christianity, when- they produced 
Mn- Brat Christian fruit, i. e. Christianity, 
as a new traa, comiin noe.i to prcduce pagan 
fruit; It followed the law of the bud, not 
taa lap of the roots; it was Christianity on 
pagan roots. So far this existed only in 
oral word of mouth. In time this oral tra- 
dition, not however, until some time in the 
■aoOBd century, found scribes who com- 
BMBOad to reduce it to writing. These writ- 
tBft, tad even the oral traditions, become 
known as gospels— glad tidings. The oral 
tradition, of course, not being traceable to 

aar rallabla aoaroa, when reduced to writing 

at I in I OOadftloa tO be ascribed to 

any ona; so all thaaa writt<n gospels ap- 

laarad without ttata, place or name at- 
tached. 

Many of tbaae aamaroai writings finally 

found their way Into the repositories of 
Ant loch. Alexandria and Rome, where they 
became known as Records of the East, 
Smith and West These are the gospels so 
often referred to by some of the Church 
Fath'ts and late writers as having their 
origin in the apostolic age. The more cau 
Moai of these writers only «?ay, they had 
their roots in that age. meaning oral tradi- 
tion. T>et It here be iftJd, if any such tra- 
dlt'on existed, it has never come down to 
our time The so-called gospel writings, 
which came out of these repositories, cannot 
be traced back of the middle of the second 
ceptury. for not a scrap of Christian writ" 
Ing earlier than the middle of the second 
cepturv has come down to our time. The 
teiT'ble struggle of the clergy to trace our 
four gospels back to the apostolic age, is 
to give credit to them. Otherwise, they are 
pop-historical — no evidence of the things 
therein recited And this Is the view taken 
of them bv the Higher Criticism, where all 
are pronounced spurious. 

Tt was out of these dateless, nameless 
and timeless writings that our New Testa 
ment was made 

Who made it, Is the next question. As T 
nave heretofore. In other articles, gone 
quite fully into this matter. T shall only 
touch on It here. 

Tn order to stop the raging confllc' <»nd 
blood shod between the warring Christian 
factions. Constantine. the pagan Emperor, 
called for a Council of Bishops to settle the 
dispute* This cal! was responded to with 
alacrltv. From everv part of Christendom 
the Rlshops and preshvters flocked to Nlcea: 
a few from the West, more from Afr'ca. the 
larger number from Asia Minor. — all loaded 
down with these so called gospels These 



men were mostly monks, who had spent 
their lives as reolttscn among the rocks, 
mountains and deceits, living iik. will 
beasts; a very few COUld read or write; but 
all were devotees of l > i « • i > . They in- t a' 
Nir»a May 10th, and ad ioiirn. d Aumi.-i 86, 
when and Where the different tacth)na 
ai tempted to force on thi convention its 
own gospels. Quarn I.-, criminal ions and 

Incriminations, ending in physical combats, 

ensued. Of this body, ::is wvp in ftftflttinl 
attendance, t he others coming and goin^. 
No agreement could be reached A motion 
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III carried that an adjournment be had, 
in order that Clod might seleet out of the 
great mass of gospel* the true oiks, place 
them on the communion table and cast tut 
others under ii. Win n the Council again 
met. a f« w of thU manj |Oipal§, mostly 
from the Batten nposi or... were found on 
the table; all others Slider it- B) thll i rick, 
tin- ■aetata faction incceeded if securing 

the most of iis gosjM'ls, whim, as before-, i d 
came from Marian sources. This nOCOUS 
for the (lose lesemblane. between tie' Per 



ilMI ItOflee told of, or by, Zoroaster and the 
fnblei MCTibcd to Christ in our present 
| o-pels. 

That God having made the selection was 
though! by many of the Counellnien to be 
a trick. A rote VII aken. in which bribery 
HTM charged .resulting in a small majority 

confirming this mi of tiod. and thereby 

fivini to Christendom our .sew Testament 
(alien, less seme changes made by the 
Council of Treat in 1648, and a few by the 
Proto Itanti still later. 
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Cause of Social Evil and the Remedy 



WITH INCREASING KNOWLEDGE OF NATURE. MAN'S CONCEPTION OF MOR- 
ALITY IMPROVED AND HIS ACTIONS BECAME MORE RATIONAL. 



Preliminary to ihe Publicat.on of a New 



l.Uy Dr. A. liau^majij 

The ills and evhs, to wan :, mankind is 
subject are of a twofold cnatacler, uu, 
are either natural or human. 

'Ihe former comprises all tne ftftectl Of 
the natural or dynamic forces el our planet, 
of which man iorms a part. Alan ll v if 
less against the laWl oi nauue, he oan 
neither control nor change L.oni; hi cau 
only leaiu to underhand and emphn thUUl 
in a nianm r coiuiuc.vo to his weliaie. 

The latter, or human, caus( s consist in 
actions detrinieiiial to OUT weltaie. ami 
arlUi irom ignorance ol the natural laws and 
misinterpretation of the phcnom.ua Oauaed 
by them. The) are am. liable to core 
by replacing the wrong beliei irom which 
they spring bj true and rational Idea*. 

'Ihe erroneous conception of mans place 
in nature, his relations to his fellow 
creatures, is generally known under the 

uaae of religion It ■■■umee a human la 

tellect to be the ultimaie power m Hie in 
finite universe, and the object of life to 
comply with certain obligations toward thll 

unknown, unaglnan being. Inataad «»i to! 

lowing OUT natural imdination 10 . njoy ii. 
History shows how man committed the 
most incredible acts of brutality and in 
sanity under the impure ol misc. aoetVCd 
ideas, in dire( t contradiction to the STOWOd 
principles of his religion. And it further 
shows that with increasing knowledge Of 
nature, mans POOOOPtlOB of moraliu UU 
proved and his iOllOM baoaOM DIDfC ration 
al and less cruel. This OhUUfe in man s 
psychology, the moral consciousness from 
which all action springs, is known as prog 



ri as, and consists in b> tier knowledge ol 

( auae and . KOOt 

ihe Aiaferiahst Assoeui ion has, lor its 

object ihe propagation ol tutu movement, 



i ttmbraoai all the 

and 1& known as 
•sopny, wiih i'rol. h. Ha^ck- 
1 exponent and leader. its 
inciple is the S UUU1 i 



w Inch in its w iu( .-i | - : 

qu< -.tions of numanitj , 

Monistic i'lnli 
» 1 M principa 

fundamental principle is tun a man is not 
a divine, SUpeftOf being, but a creature of 
nature, the same as the rest of the animals. 
Scarcely half a century baa < lap.-, d llUOt 
the new gospel of nature W« I hist intro 
duced b> DarWiU, but it has been almost 

euirereally aoot pted bj scl< nee. Among the 
people, bowtver, us progress .as not beau 

quite so rapid, which is m ain ) due to the 

I mmeu aa eoope of Lba theory, erabraelug 

complex and dillicuk mbji CU, hard 10 
understand without a cer talO knowledge -'t 
natural science. W iihou a proper com 
prehension of the principle, the theOf) of 
evolution is upt to be BjUaUadiUg, and to be 
rejected on account of ippai III dleagN e 

ment betweea the aua>cluaton< drawn from 

it and thi actual facts. Eepeolatij is this 
the case when the att.mpi is made to apply 
the thaOTJ to our social OOUdttiOnft, and no 

practical results can !e expected bed re tea 
true ligniacaaoe is not und OOd by a 
number of people largo enough to effect 
some changes, in order to Spread the ma 

terlaMatle, or natural ioatrine, the erees is 
the most egtolctti means, because the print 

ad WOfd can be carried fur: h« r than the 
.-polo n, and be made aOOaaelble <> a gfiUtaf 
number of persons. 

The mat. rialistic, or libel*] party, at 
the present time has no work which treats 
the entire question pi humane \ on the bMll 
of the theory of evolution an 1 could serve 
as a book of reference, sim.l ir as the bible 
docs for the believers in religion. This 



wan, Wai especially noiiceabie at the Pre* 
in^uglu Couxen.iou m ai. Louis, in 1^04, 

where among Uu Literature tihiatttd tueie 

wa a noi a tingle WOTU on uie apidication 

of the theorj ot enHuttoa in us last cou B e 

U« nces apOU our social conditiens. Tue 
ObaerraUoa of this fact induced the 
aritar, a dUcipie of HaaOhel, to revise a 
nook he had Written, and prepare it for 
pr.n , being convinced that it would serve 
a useful purpose. Being desirous to have 
the Opinion Ol an acknowledged authority 
on tin ■Unject, he sent the manuscript to 

ctot. Haechel for ariUeal eiajninattou, ana 

r oelYed the Eottowklg satisfactory reply: — 
Zoological Insiitute of the 

Ualrerait) of Jena. ' 

J SNA, May ;:. It** 

Dear Lector: — 

Owing to urgent work. I fouud time only 
in the last J WO( tQ i»eru a e tne volum 
tnottl manuscript sent b\ you on Jan. I, 

L90e\ i and >our repreeentettou of the 

tneorj of evolution very good and clear. 
eepaotaU) the discussions OU religion, Chris 
lianity, ethics, right, etc., exeeUatt Many 
•Ingl pas-ages are merltOffiOUi e laboratiou.i 
of views which 1 have brie tly touched only 
in nj last two books. Kiddle of tin 
World, and - Wonders of Life.- In the 
int. i« st of our good cat^e. .ii « rruth. I 
can only wish that your work ma> . print 

ed and dJetiibgftad bj wide olrolea, glnce 
rou tare ex pres s e d the kind la taut ion t:> 

dedicate ihe work to me. I ace p' this 

boaoraMe dedlaaMoa with heart/ thanks, 
wiih sincere wishes that kout (*forti in 

behaif of the promulgation n 'h.' Monistic 
hilosopny 1 ' ma> crowuea Wllb , " , h 

IttOOeeS, i remain % Your ol i tciclu-r 

'JBBNgX lUKCKKI - 
This favorable comment offers a guaranty 
that tin subject has bei n mated in a scl- 
entU&C manaaf and need not fear criticism. 
Considering the publication of a 
Con* mm d on Page 12. 
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BLUE GRASS BLADE 



Vigorous Comment on Colorado Prison Report 



Terrible Indictment Aga.nst the Teachers 
and Preacherg of Christianity who 
Foster Present Evils for Profit. 

i Bj Fied Ford j 
In its issue of December 14th, the Denver 
l'ost publisher SOBSe startling figures takui 

troin the report ol Warden Cleanora, of 1 
Stale Penitentiary* While the report mlr*j 
bristles with Intereetiaf teoti and figures, 

ii would ]>t mole ftWWh te If the politics 
SI w i li ai ilit- nilgion of the pr ls o n ofl were 
gi\< n Of the latter, it says that out of the 
hi 4 inniaies of that instituion. there are: 

of Jews I or i per asm 

Of Protestants :JC<S or 10 per eeiii 

of Catholics Hi Ol M per cent 

Of BttddhlSt I— 

Of Mo Religion II or I per cent 

Of Not Mention. Ml .... 4 or 1 per cent 



014 loo 

Tiie.se eanrei an a tme rotteetlou of the 
economic oondittom which our so-called 
Christian chnrohei nphoMi and a terrible 

imlictnnnt against the tOSChsri Md preach- 
ers of that religion* Think of it! Out of 
014 prisoners, there are .">S4 Christians, or 

ore? !♦.", per oani of the irhote, washed in the 

blood of the lanih, all the hlind daVOtSSS Of 
some spiritual juggler, their guilty sins all 
shift < c] apOfl the BinOOent shoulders of a 
dead (iod, and confirmed by the teachings 
Of a dead preacher la ■ dead church. Five 
hundred and eighty tour beiftOVOri In the 

reversal of the moral laws of tm universe, 

in an SSS) road to an unearned happiness, 

in the abeurdttlei of ■ designing priesthood, 

in the pagan rites and heathen eeremonials, 
thai have come dOWl tQ III I! the hideous 

rellei of aa of tortnre end Woodshed, 

in the efficacy of meaningless incantatlOttf 
rising like the wails of the lost fr..m these 

in omened crssturoi oi the slgnl — the theo- 
logical owis and bail whose whole stock in 
trade has but one haven of safety — the 

shadows Five hundred and eights tour 
misguid' d creature!, foolishly behoving that 

a life of crime can be atoned for in an 

hour of faith ami repentance, can e*c iroa 
dor 'hat they are in prison? Oaa ne aon a 
dei- thai it' their mental ilavery and oonse 
quenl phyiloal rasTerng, ther struck buck 

;it a SOelet) VhOSC laws and moral.-, starved 
their bodies ih fW e l ed 'heir minds, 

drove them to crime, condemned tin m to 
prison ami placed on them the brand of a 
convict 7 

Let us look at that societ> whose crown- 
ing infancy is the prison a socfPty whose 
home Is earth, whose condition is hell, a 



lull of discord and suit., a soeletjf with Ks 
thousands of little cnmin.n.s in jail, while 
its few big criminals rttfl the govcriinien • , 
where the child is driven into the factory 
and the father out to tramp, where women 
lace slavery, disi.onor or death, where men 
pray lor tin- curse of wage slavery, and the 
in e. lom of a few is the bondage of the 
millions. win re pastaCCi is bloodshed, 
brotherhood a farce and justice a strung, r; 

where brnte mmnlna ">bs the weak ami 

employs brute force to throw them into 
prison; where criminals only can ■ ttO O O Od 
and a thousand blast* d lives is the price 
of one success. 

But why see an> farther) one h ok Is 
» nougi). Though OBJ) a lit Ce has been 
where volumes could be written describing 
the hld»ousness of present Society, a socio 
ty that plaoes a premium on crime and a 
ban on virtue, becaus.- Us raleri are crimi- 
nals and its institutions, including its 
churches, cannot SSSePS from teaching such 
morals and religion as will pi- aso the mas 

ters. 

To the quic ken ed mind, no t< ngue of pea 
can picture the agona.- sad boTTOM of the 
preOOBt industrial and lOCial In-'l of iisiir 

pation, injnstlee, cruelty, oppression ami 

wrong, all Inuring their bgiiimate Unit 
of murder, robbery and lust — all thriving 
<n the material latere* ti of the predatory 
class, s who control them all founded and 

resting anoa totnreet, pent and profit that 

tripod of industrial despotism, against which 
no preacher dare strike a dCQPOtlim 'ha' 
his seized the earth and dispossessed the 

chUdrea of men, ami soldi ■ovemmente, 
laws, edaeatlos ami rellgioni in the hollow 

of its hand. This despotlsni fadl i's high- 

e8t expression in 'he predatory (reehooteri 

of modern society, those hid. ous industrial 
( mnibals who sit exalt, d on a pyramid of 
skulls surrounded b\ m as of human blood. 
The wealth of one of these social vultun I 
—a Christian if you please is greater than 
the wealth of M,< .nun of the nations 

poorest subnets. \ow one would think thai 
<»ur christian preachers, those saantlfled 

followers Of the lowly \a/.arine, would 
raise their voices in behalf of the disp< I 

leased •children of the God" tin )f profi 

to adore, but on the con f ran. we lind them 
toadying to these social nOD ' 1*0 11 ll . SOOl 
ogi/.ing for their crime-, and SfSf ready tO 
trade tlx m the redeeming UoOd Of the 
Lamb tor the bloody dollar of industrial 
people make up the mighty company that is 

forever llstentni and forever looking on, 

and in their ignoranc, and poverty millions 
of them are pointed to the churches as a 



means of esnepi from the borrors of a aefl 
i \pioi.aiiou. The treat mnsass of the 

thai sever existed, save In the imaginations 
"l ii, n. Hut this hell must be inagnilied 
and painted a - a < uamber of honors peopled 
with demons, who e ehlel delight was the 

tortures their Seadlsh malignity could m- 

Blot upon such oi mankind who chose to 
t ii ink for themselves, or refusi d to bOllOVC 
in absurdities. Hence, it becomes m ces 
Sarj to keep the laity in ignorance of the 
industrial belle, thai VSim lor tin in ever) 

where to oonvert their flesh and blood into 

dollars, by pointing to a heaven made to 

order mi the postal benefit of tones who 

OOOld 'to r at ream and OhSJ their mas 
ters. 

iiui tail future beaVeS DOUJd not manl 

rest in thf material now; .so an sntptj i torn 

ash, a uak» (1 back, a dwarf* d mentality, an 

enforced Idleness, an Import rtshed home, 

ami a bru al government spreading its pit) 

teetlve w.ngs over a rohher eseJety, each 

ami all contrihuiing to thS sum total of 

d« sled opportunities and in. ooaocoueni 
in s. ri» - oi .i blasted life, drove their piero 

agonlsi in'o the very \iials of these 

Christian prisoners and Inoculated their 

mental natures w.th thai moral virus that 

permeatei the whole sdaoational, religious 

and comnn rcial world, and in blind retal- 

latlon, they repelled against a soolat} whose 
gov* rnmenl was founded oa fraud and 

force, ami whose laws, morals, religions and 
Concept! of justice ware a farce and a lb. 

Tin- publication of these facts convex s a 
most con voicing IsSSOS lo aVSTy ihoughiful 
mind. The) .show be\ond the shadow of a 
d uht t hat our deg. SState Christian 
CSnri SS ju^t so many criminal factor 
ies. no better nor worse than all other In.sti 
unions growing Dtt( of the moral tarpttttde 

ami deieneraey of capitalistic society, in 

short, the masters ST! criminal and de- 

praved, beoanas their vast holdings grow 
out of the rohberv of society, in order for 
these masters t,, be leenre in the enjoy- 
ment of their plunder 'he people must .>e 
padded; so all the great newspapers, 

chun las ami eductitional Inst it tit ions must 

be conducted, not tor the mfnrmation, but 

lor lie misinformation of the |»eople. Then 
the lawyer, editor and pri< U become just, 
so many intellectual parasite^, in order to 

share in the plunder of these rohberies, and 

When 'In- preacher sinks to the level of 

mental proflltsey in order to defend a rob- 
ber Has , his t. aching and pivae'.in- can 
bars but OttS result -the demoralization ..r 

his church, Miners' Itafsnla* 



BLUE GRASS BLADE 



PROF. WAKEMAN'S PLAN. 



THE CROSS. 



A Liberal Educational and Correspondence 
Bureau. 

The editor of the Blttf OfMI Ll.iW la 

von ft Liberal Bureau ot Information end 
Kducaiiou by Correspond* nee, ami thinki 

iliat as ilif PritdOMt Of and professor In 
the Liberal L'uivor iM \ Organisation (L. L. 
Oj, 1 s,.ould be the cent»r Mid nrMlflF i Dl 
il, and so take the place of L 1 1 « • cduca Lonai 
work he had in hand. 

It is true that the L. L'. O., meorpoi ai «-u 
in Oregon and Missouri, is still legall) ftllve, 
and tlnii its olio ei s, according to Itf eliait 
ers, hold over until their ftttOOeoOOn en 
appointed. It ma> be i hat at < i gftj Near* 
of law pract ice, as, \\ « - 1 1 M other profeeekMI 
al literals Liberal work, 1 DM) b€ able to 

give neefvl Information end helpful ; * « i x i * - » • . 

especially to those who wish to pursue 
liberal lines of tdueation. What of vuiu- 
ill. i.' iniiy be in this illggeetfton DMUJ !>•' 
learned h\ 1 1 > it on. 

ThOM who would like io consult me fOf 
purposes here.n suggeM ed, DM) do WO wiin 

Hi,, oeftalnt) of oarefttl attention and Um 
tart enower pooeihlc (ran nil ■xnerteuoe 

and the libraries and helpful friends still 
around me, will bo giv en. 

Rgojlttgnoo io ootof the exp dm inonld 
be in tht fust loiter. Paynenl ror lerrlcei 

h> be then agreed upon, ;.nd one half then- 
Of io be paid to some editor ol the Liberal 
press, as the sender may surest, or go 

mnj Agree. 

T. li. VAKKMW 

COftOOb, Conn. 



THE MISSING LINK FOUND. 

(B| A. A. Snow.) 
Human boms, believed to I I tfefl oldoet 

in existence, have been dlooorered b) two 

priests at Chapelle ggj leintl, in South 
western Frame. The> consist of a IkUll 
and oilier bones, which II. Pel rieiv. Hiivct 
or of the Paris MttOOtt ■ of Natural History, 
declares to be the earliest fOetlgn of man 
in the world. 

The sku 1 of this supposed OOXHOOl DUU1 

shows practically no forehead, hai ie?erel 

simian eharacterist lee, but th«' chin is mi 
like a monkey's, ami the skull, though very 
thick, has ;i meat, r capacity IBM I nion 
key's. The jaw was rOf] knf and the face 
could have poioonod W9iJ little eohillt) 
This supposed earliest man could never 
hiive laughed. 

m. Perrten read to the aeidoem of Bel 

ence a paper on the subject by PfOf, Mar 
celin Bottle, Instructor in Paleontology at 
thf Mus. inn Of Natural History, from which 
if would .appear that the skull is of a form 
intermediary between that of the HlOgfcl I 
and the roan. 



[By i i:e Chaplain. > 
Pack in history's earl> dawn, when Btfttl 

gleams of light 
Are struggling lain t ly through the mists of 

old barbaric night, 

i wo .sticks of wood, orooo>formed in teen, 

the Phallic symbol lite, 

Now wt.rshipptd iis ih - eron of Chriet, 
throughout aii Chfftetlen ■trife, 

\UM Phallic symbol. lx>in ftgail '<> crucify 
ii man. 

Coaeelred bs ChrletlM prleeti of old to 
enrrj out a ptan 

Of wholesale rebbery on earth of those 

made mental llg?< I 
Ti rough fear of something at er deattl and 

faith in one who sa\ . a 

Behind the flan of the tagoti' Win ,h,, > 

raked the cr.iss on hifh, 
while lightning Hashes played Mwrnd the 

night mediaeval sky. 
Ami brave men died thai VC might live <«n 

Preedoms dearest >oil 
Without the wash of their blOOd] lamb. 

thtjt makes th,. mind recoil. 

The Phallic sign upon tie breast Of Chris- 
tian women dear. 

Bendi thought to Mowing: So I smile and 
MM! say it s very mn er 

why wotit they lean ptein common leneel 

Why will they be such rools" 
The willing slaves of clergy men, their 
coin producing tools. 



ASPIRATION. 



(By Lou Lawnnee.) 

(). Heart of mine poor Heart! wh\ PBBl 
you so? 

Why bleed at sight of pOVOrt) ami want V 
of sorrow, sin and shame.' 

wiin do nou ranji end tremble at the 

thought 

or bold h\pocris\ ami rampani hate, 

Of racing malice, envy, strile ami dime? 

Ah, "We would help it if we could?'" 

y< I, il W1 could. 
We kWg IO banish infam> an I pain. 
Uttl who shall show us how ' 

You will be brere i«» do end dare, 0 Heart! 
ii yon knell t he w a> . 

it \s.- oottld battle with thin mights Prince 
WhO wanes war |0 thillfttJly, He l<;ii 
'Twill be King BtII when the Bght i> oN r; 

It OOttId strike him with t mlghl 
As great as ottf grejit wills. 
Ah' we would lej him low. 

v. t whiit can our poor, pnnj iJrength evall 
agelnet the momtrooj mneqlc »»i the foel 

But let us not deapair; 



We must buckle up our armor tight, 

More firmly grasp out 07tgngQJl ;ind rush on 

To pnea 'he niging contlict. 

We shall not itand alone, 

A million other \ earning hearts 

will march beokkl us in the fray; 

A multitude of other bendi are ralsej 

to help us lay the agly giant low. 

And we shall conquer. () my sreat. j,rav i 

HeaK ! 

We ihflU be victors yet. 



Wiih ;ill the mighty host 

Who. sine*' the dawn of love upon the ea in. 

Have striv.-n for the Bight, 

We : ik< our stand; 

And. thoimh we may be (bad a thousand 
years. 

V. ; we lhal] victors be 

When liberty shall >hine in evr.* 'an 1. 

Wh. n Honor. Truth end LOff ghatl shap«« 

m m*% deeds. 
And Justice rule th, e;irth. 

GOT WHAT THEY WANTED. 



\ uood eid Oeorgia brother, wb > hi i de« 

• iuL To have an aaxejMfl • i..ve (barge 
hue ag ii impossible to rollout hit salary, 
nld in his farew.ll sermon: 

" I ban little lam to add. dear brethren, 
tan ibis: You were all in favor of free 
salvation, and the manner in which you 

have treated me proves thai you ban got 

it!"— Atlanta Constitution. 



The Squirrel Problem. 

Mr. Hood ieyi the hunter does not go on 
tin- right tide nor the left side of the squir 

ivi. He might ban edded with eqnal pro* 

pi let > thai he did no! go on the inside of 
him. As a matter of fact, 1 claim that lu* 
dnl go on all sides of him. That he could 
'.;<> teat, met, north, south, and fell the other 
iHunts id" the comp.iss of him and not go 
ground him. is r;it her too much for me. In 
regard to tin* per oent problem, my solution 
would be as follows: If his profit had been 
eqnal to the cost he would have M per 
cent, but he gold f«»r 10,904 times the cost 

LOOxlOO eenali I0,00taiao *'(iuais 1,000,000 
per oent, ;i pretty good proflt — JOHN B, 
BARNB8. 

CHALLENGE TO DEBATE. 

•That the Hebrew God and Nature, or the 
Material Universe Are the Self-Same 
Thing." 

Tor terms, gddmi 

MARION W. MARLEY. Bucklin, Kan. 



8 BLUE GRASS BLADE 

BLUE GRASS BLADE. hack beyond the protoplasm, to the atom. Xo living 

published weekly, at Lexington, Ky. man has done more to generalize and popularise evolution 

Founded by Charles Chilton Moore In 1*S4 and edited by him until Mi than Prof. Ilaeckel. He has siurcs^fn 1 1 V COUlbatted cvi TV 

death, February 7, 190« , . » .. , . . • „ . j 

opposing ism, and by demonstration ho has established 

james e. hughes, publisher and Manager the Zionist philosophy as the one, true philosophy of all 

john r. charlesworth, Kditor existence. 

126-8 N. Lime-tone Street, ^xlngton. Ky. Plunging into the same discussion and the MUM 

i theories, Dr. llausman, the author of this new work, has 

subscription rates. applied evolution U> man in all his social relations, ami 

* /• T^tiy -subscribers- at one ^t^u.oi" each^ bv pointed and unanswerable arguments, he demonstrate! 

Moth? •f^t! U 5£h PUO,>- ' ent ln With ° ne remltunce ' for slx that the Materialistic philosophy, as it is known in 

ft&ign b MpiU* pStfS ?^ n o h per year. America, or the Monism of Prof. Ilaeckel, will not only 

account for many of the social evils under which man 

advertising rates. exists, and against which he engages in an almost, or 

One inch, single column, 1 Insertion. 60 cent*; one month, or four • i i i i i i i rc i 

Insertions, $1.00; six month. S6.09; one year, $8.00. -••ellllllgly almost, hopeless struggle, hilt offers an SUiple 

mon^m.*!^ ,20 ° ; ° n# ra ° nth ' M#0; 9l% and complete reme.lv if we but apply our knowledge ... 

Hall olumn. whole column, or larger advertleemente at .pedal , . . M wmat t nn 

rate* upon application, right direction. 

ofrereH* g the "« ht tQ reiect »" y »" **" ril " mMm In his new work, Dr. llausman destroys a belief in 

general business rules. S 0( * s or m a future state of existence. 11 is philosophy is 

am. SUBSCRIPTION! to the BtaSt will b. di^ont.nued at the V"™ Materialism, lie diseusses the soul from all Maud 

T£^v^*^JZ£ hi *p"2> TST^i^iSSr S» and shows that it can be nothing more than the 

scribers the date of expiration of subscription. Brt BUiilMii accumulated or combined experiences of material causes 

or numbers omitted will be sent, If asked for. upon renewal ii r 

<ase of discintinuance. which ceases to exist when the material combinations 

SHOULD ANY SUBSCRIBER change his or her address, advlaa thl . lt . . 

office, giving both old and new addreas. aa deaired. undergo a change, and S11I11S lt all up, that, if mail has a 

™ ICT5^ Znfcgt: &3 K¥iJ8££Jtt it begin* with and dies with the body. 

ru^:;;:^z:Tz « » - , ™* to mm one oi &• impart. i 

second-class mailing matter. Uie points made, ill that Prot. Ilaeckel has accepted the 

ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO THE BLUE GRASS BLADE. . .. * M ' •«.•_, ir • , . . 

v. u Box 'in'i Lexington, Ky. dedication oi this book to nimseli, written Ul I ndorseinent 

— — — of the views it advances, and in this sense, a plain, positive, 

Dlt. HAUSMAN'8 NEW BOOK. lasting declaration of the persons] beliefs of Prof. Ilaeckel 

on this very subject is announced to the world, once for all. 

In this ISSUe of the Bl*de Will be found the announce- Prof. Ilaeckel, having penned his endorsement and appro 

in. hi of the coining publication of a new work on evolu- nation of the sentiments of Dr. llausman, who, by the way, 

tion, M applied to man in Ids relation to nature, and in was formerly one of his pupils, and publication being made 

his relation to his fellow-inan, which ought to attract of that endorsement, it will prevent any mischievous writer 

widespread attention. The m anuscript is now in the in the years to come, from misrepresenting Ilaeckel and 

possession of the Blade, and by SH arrangement made his Monistic philosophy. 

with Dr. A. llausman, of Alameda, California, the an- We direct attention to the index of this new bo,, k, which 

thor, ii will first be run through the Blade columns, and is given on snother page of this issue, as furnishing an outr 

afterwards put into book form. line of what our readers may anticipate from the promised 

The very fad, ii our readers will observe, that the publication. Its importance in the philosophic world will 

work ii dedicated to Prof. Ernst Ilaeckel, and the fur- be st once appreciated Our readers cannot afford to miss 

ther fsd that this renowned philosopher has so oepted the these articles. Portions of this great work will be published 

dedication, is i guarantee of high merit, and should com- each week until the entire nunnscripi is exhausted It will 

mand atten t i o n at once. then be put in book form. As an inducement to secure new 

Since evolution has been generally accepted as the subscribers, these articles should be of great value. We be- 

law of life and progress, recognition Is at once made of lievo it will help the Made, and we also believe that it will 

the fsd thai the intellectual world owes it to Charles help the cause of Materialism in, not America only, but die 

Darwin that be be given the bigfa honor of having first whole world. 

expounded the theory through his "Origin of Species" J n the publication of this manuscript we shall be 00OV 

and bis "Descent of Man." Sere, the great scholar car- polled to use it judiciously. We shall strive not to crowd 

ries man, the 1 highest of known animal existence, all out other important matter, and at the same time, use all 

through the Intermediary species and geners back to that our columns will allow. The manuscript consists of 

protoplasm Then followed Prof. Ernst Ilaeckel, the 2f>0 type-written pages. In our use of it wo shall strive to 

greatest of all living naturalists, who extended and avoid breaking into any particular argument or statement 

elaborated upon the Darwinian theories and carried man of fact. 
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The Blade feek especially fortunate and favored in the 
enjoyment of the privilege of giving publication to this 
volume. To encourage our friends to aid in it- general 
circulation, we now offer to pay all postage charges to those 
who subscribe in advance for the 1 k, which, when pub- 
lished, will be sold at 12.00 per copy. A fin- reading the 
first two or time chapters you will soon be able lo judge the 
great merit of the work. 

TEXAS LIBERTY DEAD A X 1 1 BURIED. 

The new Sunday law of Texas, and its attempted en- 
forcement, has induce/] s remarkably pathetic ceremony at 
New ftraunfels, ;i German settlement in the Lone Star 
State. 

While such proceedingi in which these peop] • are report 
ed to have indulged, may offer the means of giving demon 
itration to their feelings of disapproval of the action of the 
General Assembly, yet the Blade cannot approve of this as 
being the la>t stand that can possibly be made to secure 
a return of their enjoyment of liberty bo ruthlessly taken 
from them. The Blade believes in making an aggressive 
fight, :i determined resistance, snd sn everlasting war 
against those Puritans who would murder Belt-government 
to gratify ;i prurient piety. In a great measure the people 

are themselves to blame, They have at 1 for this and thai 

ism at the dictates of party, until the party felt above and 
aiiperior to the people, and instead of making concessions 
to the people in an effort to secure their auffrage, they have 
dictated to the people, end in aolemn conclave, have form- 
ulated platformi foreshadowing legislation which the people 
must submit to, whether favoring it or not 

There is more genuine truth than sentiment in the fu- 
neral prooession, the accompanying dirge, and the crema- 
tion of papers that represented symbolically the principles 
of liberty and self-government It iss lesson to every Free 

thinker in America, that in this day and age, in free 

America, the asylum of the oppressed, the boasted land of 
religious and political liberty, such a ceremony should be 
indulged in. It demonstrates that the spirit of Puritanism 
ami fanaticism is not yet dead. It speaks in thunderous 
tones of the trend of the modern church in an effort to ss 
tablish a theocracy in the United States. It rings a acts 
of warning to every man and woman who loves liberty to 
stand by her cause and give every possible aid and eneour 
agement to those who are in the thick of the battle* Tt 
suggests that the battle is not yet half won, and another, 
i twentieth century Paine, is needed to furnish another 
crisis for independence. 

hid you real Prof. Wakeman's admonition in t»ur Issue 
of December 87, laatl In that article our plan of earn 
paign was fairly and honestly portrayed. When matters 
have grown as bad as they can, any change whatsoever must 
be for the better. Step by step the sanctified ha ts of ortho 
doxy have engrafted upon the statute laws of different States 

one or another of their pet bobbies fof the purpose of Strang 



ling liberty. They are daily growing more brazen in their 
efforts. The Sunday law amendment in Texas is an evi- 
dence of this fact It' we are to counteract their sinister 
influences and check these efforts at theocratic government, 
then Freethinkers must organise for the fray, and -rand 
shoulder to shoulder in the pending struggle. Ere long 
it may be too late. Orthodoxy |i never satisfied with tol- 
eration. Orthodoxy insists upon a rule or ruin policy, and 
tio matter which end orthodoxy takes, it spells ruin and 

suffering for the meat mass of the | pie. 

Consider this s call to anu-1 Not for physical conflict, 
but for a mental battle that shall put to complete rout the 
enemies of American freedom. Freethinkers first gave 

freedom to the colonies. I f freedom Is to remain on our soil 

then Freethinkers of the present day must renew the Bght 
and keep it up until the end, Stand by the organisations we 
now have, those that are active in prosecuting the campaign 

for mental liherty. Bend every engine of mental war to the 
front Heavy artillery is needed here . Make every ^Imr 

tell. Drive them to their hiding places by pointed argu- 
ment and -tern fact . Let the Bght he open and fair. Keep 
it up until a decision i- reached. The Blade does not fear 
the result. 

True, indeed, the cremation and interment of liherty 

herein discussed, was only in Texas, hut we must not forget 

that it follows, that the success of bigotry and intolerance 
in Texas means that similar attempts will follow in other 
State- before long. For this n ason it i- our fight right now. 
Fanaticism must he -wept out of tin- country. Only big* 

Otry, horn of ignorance and nursed by insolence, will pre- 
sume to dictate to American citizenship in matters of relig- 
ion and religions observances. 

Are there any Freethinkers who live ..n in fancied -ecur- 

it\ in their freedom and unmindful of the freedom «>f 
others I Do you not realise that if this fanatical movement 
i- not checked, it means a heritage of slavery sad -uttering 
for your children' Are yon willing that your children 

should face such conditions that you might he permitted to 
live at eaae for a few short year- 1 Would not the battle be 

shorter and more easily won now than to defer action until 
the enemy is safely entrenched behind breastworks of law, 

with the machinery of government at their hack to enforce 

their mandates | 

Then hesitate no longer! Show your oolorsl Let the 
world know which aide yon are on. Give prurient politic- 
ians full notice of your purpose and Intentions. Liberty 
is threatened. Liberty is in danger* The deadly poison 
from the fostering sore of religions fanaticism bids fair 

to infect the land. Stop it. You can do it if you will. 

Will yonl 

RELIGION W D LOVE. 



From time to time. Rev. Elmer 0, Barr, head of the 
Christian mission at Peoria, Illinois, ha- preached upon the 
greal and absorbing power of religion. 
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Today be is in possession oi enough eold facts to con- 
vince lii in thai the power o! love ii even itill greater. 
Ye.-terday, Rev. Ban bad both wife and religion. 

Today, he has nothing hut bit religion and || minus a 
wile. 

The work of i bristian missions, presumably m at least, 
is to rescue the fallen and by religiotti admonition, to point 
the way tu a better life bere and hereafter. In the prose* 
cution oi hi» work, Air. Ban bad been admirably suo ooss 
iiil, io it ii r-ii i« i, end oould tally up a Urge number of con- 
verts. Among the latteTj was a former man- in the steam- 
boat service 06 the Mississippi River. Thi* particular 
convert bore the name oi' William 1 >. Ashmond Following 
his conversion, the pai>on pointed him out to liii different 
oongregatiom m a iplendid and living example of tin* great 
power oi* the Christian religion upon the mind <'t' man, a-* 

being capable of lilting him OUl of the pathl "1 -in into 
righteous \va)a and habit.- of great holiness, 'I hat was 

theory. Since then Mr. Kan- baa profited by npe exper- 
ience. 

According to the reports ai given in the daily press, Ash- 
mono abandoned hi- evil ways end began t<> Labor in the 
vineyard oi" the lord. Being converted himself f he sought 
to aid in the conversion of others. He became the sssiatant 
leader and director of the church choir. lie sang the name 
of .Jcmis in unison with other lingers, and preached and 
talked for the cause of Christ He was, in Ja<-t, a model 
convert, and in pointing to this exemplar oi Christian 
virtue, the parson i- reported ss saying: — 

"lie came to the mission iwearing that he oould lick bis 

weight in lOOTpionS, and they OOUldn't make red lhpior fast 
enough to quench bis thirst Now ICS what a meek ami de- 
lightful man he has hceome." 

Professional parsons naturally delight in meek men, and 
for this reason, Ashmond must bave been a special t .i \ « »n t < ■ 
with Ban. Meek men are usually bumble and lubmissive. 
These kind of men an- lourcei of delist to all preachers. 

They would be in a ban-en and unprofitable cause without 

them. But the day of Ban's humility finally dawned, lor 
Ashmond, hi- model convert, made love t«> the parson's wife 

and doped with her. 

Great, indeed, ii the power of religion, and iti fangi have 
been Mink deep into one man,, at least 

THE KILLJOYS. 



W ho arc the kill-joys I 

The persistent advocates of Sunday legislation and people 
who deem themselvci tin universal regulators. 
Who iaj i sol 

Not the Freethoughl press; not the Freethinkers of the 
country, but the Los Angeles Tina-, a prominent and in 
Buential newspaper published in that far western city. 

Protesting sgainsl the missionary work of one Rev. Wil- 
liam P. Ireland, who i> engaged iii a campaign to leeure the 
enactment of more stringent Sunday laws in California, 



unmindful oi' the fact that each and every man and woman 
ireathei the free air of a free country, bas the right 
to determine, each for himself, just and in what manner he 
or ike shall ipend the first daj of each and every week, the 
newspaper mentioned gives utterance to caustic editorial 
criticism, which bas the right ring to it, and we may rest 

assured that so long as such newspapers itand on guard 

Amen. -an liberty will find a defender from the SSSattltl 
of the pious. The criticism offo/ed i- SI >lrcnuous as any 

:n.. i could come from a Freethought paper, and we quote 
portion of it in these columns, as follows: — 
"These Universal Regulators are -hall always have with 

We do not think that liny will ever attain lufficient 

atrength to force their programs on other people, but the 
rerj fact that so many men believe thai thej bave this 
rigbl of interference, i- rather alarming. Between them 
and the inconsiderable number who would throw all re- 
straint to the wind, i.^ the great class of normal men who 

want 1 1 1 spend Sunday as they please, in i decent and order 

v fashion. The man who Ukei to go fishing On Sunday, 

ur to hunt, or go out in bis automobile, or to picnic in one 

of the mountain canyons, or to .-pond the day in hi- back 

yard attending bis fioweri and hi- garden, or to go to the 
theater Sundaj night all of these fair-play-loving men will 
scotch the Sundaj Beaters and the wide open Sunday talk- 
ers. There i- a -an.- middle ground in tbi^ controversy, 

and that is the position that the majority of people in Los 
A Qgeles a.-Milne. 

"Mr. [reland forgets that under Section 2 of Article II 
of tla- Constitution of California, the policing of any city, 

town «,r counts i- left to the local authorities, and that it is 

doubtful if any oouii would lustain the constitutionality 
of a "Sunday Rest" law drawn up under the lupervision <d* 

the kill- joy-, of whom Mr. Ireland i- HO eminent a -ample. 

Let them pa—, however. The point i- that it i- regrettable 
that there are in thi- State IO many people who assume to 

iaj bow their neighbors ihall comport themselves <>n the 

first day of the week." 

THE ( ANAL DOVER DEBATE. 



We are now able to definitely announce that the joint 
debate between the Blade'i Editor and Rev. Leander S. 
Keyser, at. ('anal Dover, Ohio, ha- been positively Bxed to 
take place <>n Thursday and Friday, February ith and 5th, 
1009, in the Big Four opera House. These arrangements 

are final, and our readers ami friends residing in ('anal 

Dover, and vicinity, maj depend upon the fact that no 
other change will he made. 

The committee in charge of the debate, representing both 
sides, decided that each should -elect a Moderator, and 
acquiescing therein, Mr. Charlesworth has designated Mr. 
Walter ( . Hardcsty, of ('anal Dover, a- our Moderator. 
This cultured and distinguished young gentleman bas 

accepted tin- duty and our friends may UOW know that all 
arrangements are practically complete. 
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COPIES OF THE BLADE WANTED. 



Wfi are in trouble. 

Owing to a demand being made upon some of the 1 908 
issues oi the Blade, \\c have run short of these numbers, 
and uc need thaw to make up the necessarj number of 
bound volumes. 

Friend*, ire need thirty copies of the following issues: 

March L. 

March 15. 

March US. 
April -'<;. 

One of the reasons why we have run short in that we have 
received no tuanj more orders for the bound volume than 
we bad anticipated, ami we are anxious to secure copies of 
tin- above dates. We will appreciate the fact oi any sub- 
scriber, or news-agent, having copies on band, 10 mail them 
to us and we will cheerfully pay for them. 

PLEASE .1/1//, TO U8 AT ONCE! 



THE RELIGIOUS SENTIMENT. 



One of the favorite arguments of the advocates of the or- 
thodox beliefs in to the effect that the religious sentiment U 
innate iti man, a part <>i' nis nature, aa it were, and is not 
an acquisition through either association or education; 

But one fact is accessary to explode this argument, 
which is, that every child coming into the world is born in 
absolute ignorance of god and religion, and kn >wa nothing 
of either until he learns n at hi- mothers knee, or from 
those who are in direct control of bis education. 

The religious sentiment, undoubtedly, had an origin 

- ewhere, some time in the remote past, hut that origin la 

lost in the impenetrable night of antiquity. And vet, 
strange a- it may seem, no matter how far back we explore 
a religious faith, we find interna] evidences that it, had 
predecessors. Judge Ladd has shown that Zoroaster, who 
i- supposed i<> have founded the Persian religion, gave it 
a marked resemblance to modem Christianity, and vet, 
even Zoroaster seems to have been a compiler rather than 
an originator. The Vedas of Ancient [ndia are, admittedly, 
a compilation of the curious ideas entertained by more 
ancient cult-. The oldest gods of Qreece were but borrowed 
idols of a mental babyhood, and at the very tune at which 
Abraham, according to Bible cosmology, left Haras to view 
the promised land, Asia was tilled with innumerabl 
ligioua faiths, for better or worse, of innumerabl 



re- 

escrisj 



Platonism, Fetich ami Judaism, polytheism ami Pha-nic- 
Un idolatry. 

The iirst act of religious worship had its origin in fear. 
Multiplication followed through ignorance. 1 he devotees 
of each form of faith claim that their religion IS the only 
gate to heaven, all the others but highways to hell. It is 
not a safe or probabk assumption to say that the religious 

sentiment was co-eval with human Intelligence. Savage 
man was not capable of continuity of thought, nor had he 
framed intelligible Speech, \ct from inch SS he standing ill 
wonder and awe of natural phenomena, came the religious 

sentiment, for savage man Brit began to pay homage to 
supposed supernatural beings for the purpose of avoiding 
injury to himself. 

True, the idea of religion exists today, but it^ origin can 
be plausibly explained and ii must be subjected to the law 

of evolution. Thinking men now admit that there can be 
little truth in the theory which place- an almighty pei>on- 

ality in aonie unknown portion of the universe and that lie 
made a robber horde of semi-savages in Pale-tine the ens- 
i. ians of all the knowledge man was permitted to have 

concerning him, well knowing that they possessed DO power 
to enlighten tin- teeming millions on far continent.-. 

All religious systems are built upon the notion of an 
Abating deity, and each religion has a special deity of its 
1 own, refusing to acknowledge or accept the deivies of other 
religion-. Kvery deity of every religion has been shown 
to have been a character of extreme cruelty, ignorant, iuv 
rtudent and cranky. Taking the Christian deity, we are 
asked to believe that hi> principal occupation was in mak- 
ing war by proxy, but committing social -if. iu propria 
persona. 

So far ;*» humanity is concerned, it is of small eonse- 

uence that we know just how, when and where the religions 
the god ideas originated. They are here now to curse 
tj^e land and all that therein is. The most important ques- 
tion i> how to rid humanity of these influences for evil. 
, Thi> can only be done by tin* cllicieiit and capable spread of 
Freethought, the one great -upport of the -ocial compact, 
tlje heart of civilization, the dynamic* of the world. Foot' 

^wh fanaticism, mild or intemperate, b] Ithirsty bigotry 

in all its moods and phases, have followed close on the trail 
of all religious propaganda in all ages, and these are still 
.With us to annoy and irritate. 
T jOur duty to humanity then, i- to -pivad the dad tiding-* 
4lq( mental freedom, defvimr nod-, ignoring creeds, and es 
JtaMi-h a reign of peace on earth in which the motto of exist- 
ence shall be: Kaeh for All, All for Kaeh! 
'*\ 



Religions react upon each other, a fact amply borne out ... 
by history, just as the political and com,,,,.. vial cii-toin- of : V* • We are -till in danger of P,,n!;,n rule band- of 

d'itVerent 'co'untrio will ailed cad, otber to a ,,,o,v ,„• less V jfWl ■' ■< ' '• 

marked degree. The religions of Egypt and Weeto 
modified that of Qreece, which in turn metamorphc 




9ationali-m and sham. 



of Italy, while several nation- collaborated in lit,- formation' '^Va n 

of the -o called Christian 

ragout combining traces. 



irnin oniiiiMiiiinM iu nic i o i 1 1 1 « « 1 14411 . >.tt 

t inn faith, producing a reiigiouV Njt 
<es, unmi-takabl\, of |»ar-ee ail^ \^ 




something radically wrong with a system 



UO men who were tOO proud to even borrOW, leave 
g them SOm who arc not a-hained to beg. 
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Che Blade's Correspondence 



A >iaee to «.tiC »_i>-aiL oi v.uo aaiiii.ii. c juu. 

p UllcanOii iiio.c U«.aU auj Oi uO«cu 
yfcltt tollmen IMI ptiUats iU ilia pioicsoiuu. 

»kpOlOgi<-S> <ilU ill UlU«-i Oli Ui.) pul .. ivJi LM .iio 

»o Uc^ii^cui la IMM iiuiiiUiit, IMH4fc»f| Bvl 
Uv.ca.uao 1 vw~n to OMttd pOViftJ, uc a uu.<_ 
liO OCCOoiUU |0f aO UUiii^, bUI Ula O oud L.\jIk1 

uaa oecn £U Kiuu lo mo. Wilfl a OaaUlUUJ 
aiaiifcion over Hurt, I could M Btt) UtfMf 
ra.ae ao auiall an amount on a ttftK mort- 
gage, m lact, l nave uu.icu UAjriiil ol luo 
privilege, a kind LThlilTlin DTuUiaf auvane- 

iUg tlM tlicloacu, Omng ampO accUicd, DO 
doubt having an c><. aingl- u on iuicclooiug, 
and then icaiing up luo pavement in Hunt 
and mining tBi goiu into UM ni nL to uo con 
verted into bnimug douaib. AM a piiuKi, 
you can ayjBpailllia twin a Liothcr opo, 
who alter >eaia ai Luc business, was 
caught napping at last, bi ing Mi unioriunatc 
as to lose 'he two irat ftBfaH and thumb 
oi the rignt iiand in an ugiy piinting picaa. 
placing low horsdu combat in the battla 
with type. On Sunday, Dec >■>, Lhi u« ai 
savior viulaied Uib ■friaflHifl Vltfl OBi ol 
his followers, to whom lit. .>Jid, 1 will uc 
with you always." A POOX waahara 
whose life has becii a vcrnan.e R< <i t* I • 
oi a drunken, ihlftUll DUBbaild, the lazier 
having been bent to the VOfk bOUM P i Oattaa 
of hib brutal treat incut oi tha UM he prom- 
ised to protec , that evening hit her thief 
little onea at home, and went cut to attend 
"divine" service. While pruning in thi 
nouse of the i^ord, h» i BOOK D AUd 

two ol li' T iiUi« QW I ptllslM '1 in Hi' ftftlDOl, 
during which time our neavonl] bttAOf VII 
either making love tO another v.r^in -Mary 
or watching the ipAfOWl tall. 1 mftlon a 
copy of the aermon preached l-y the soul 
steerer of tbt OhttTOb which the liflicted 
mother aituided on that BVfOtfll] tud tragic 
night, he realizing that thi pOOpli wuiild 
wond» r why tti<- <1< ar. lOTtllg Savior ihottld 
he so cruel as not Lo ipprlW "i.' Vho Wll 
laboring und< r UM tMrdiAl Wlllcb WQTM 
ready placed upon thi fhoilldin «-l thU un 
fortunate wife and iu<<- 1,, i 

Wishing you a merry, mtrry Christmas 
and a protptmi x< w v. ur, ud hopini your 
shadow will never grow leM, i an osi upon 
whom you may dipond ihoald our tJncli 
Sam, through the PipriiifltAtlOM of his 
lickspittles, endeavor to put roi out ol 
i.-GEORGi; OATH 



uin.n.o.a ii..u ^.iiLiauLc ivl 

wi^-ua.. oi RlUUl a iui u j «-Ui a 

.a./OLilj/t.oli tvJ OMI ciUiiu on OlaUL , lUC 

lu« u,k. nail e,o.o cu UU ll MM 11 Mlf t"*Ut'"g 
cue oa.wc lo uiu. to ciic cjoiiuud oi Uic riec- 
'Uou b u L ii.uvciiicii.. oiiouiu jua ever in 
UM'AHM'IUV, in g.au.^ UUOJ a auaic oi stocn, 
^^vv.1- t^iiiio iOi uUj UiViU^Uutt LUcleilOiU, 
wUl ^li^tuiu i*lij v.vci atU ut, UiCj bUoUiU go 
Lj ... u.a.c. ;iu,J iU 1 UUuiiiCU Mi, U 

iMOOrHi i iiivc tiie i>iauc iuu por cent better 
now. ii. a, on account ol us appearance, 
buape auu MM, but uioaio, uia.cad oi cum- 
oatuug ooc.allaUi, il gi\Lb lice bpace to lis 
coiitnbULoia. Any atuu«nt ol cvenib kno^s 
MM not until bociauain n» u.'umpnuiit will 
i r. tthougiit prevail, lor, uuuer Lapitansm, 
an overwiielming puceniagc ol ail male 
dime.* membcib arc .,uch oul.v lor IttV ol 
iobing their jobs. In otucr wordb, they are 
a>pocriteb; neucu i icethougnt muat ever 
VelOOOli iSuciaiiain as a potent lacior in 
gaining complete human lrcedom.-C. T. 
A1AVEU. 



For a Press Writers' Association. 

Al A U V LAN L). — Acc id « n i a 1 1 y 1 noticed by 
the tag on the Blade \s rapper, thai my sub- 
■oripUoa has expired, aud 1 cuclose here- 
wuli 1'. U. mone) order lor $1.50 for another 
year. So please move my tag ahead accord- 
ing, at once, l'ardon me lor not remitting 
lOOQir, but I OVOrlOOked it and would U.ank 
)ou iii the future if you made 'i blue pencil 
mark at printed WOfdl in your "(iemral 
Duatnaai WtHm," or something like this: 
Baaiaiai ^our subscription tag," which 
OOOld he add. d in thi .^i>ac.; left in the last 
line Ol Brit paragraph .U' "(ifiinal Busim ss 
Uules." Sorry 1 could not possibly get off 
to the Ohio Rationalist Convention, as I 
VOOld have liked to have met you and the 
o h. r RatiOBAllat latdifl thOTi, but hope I 

eaa acraosi k<> thi nasi tune, if you 

could Organiai a Rationalist PrOM Writers' 
. . ion. ol w icl, < ach UL inher would 

m ad f( it u. vtpapor adltoriaJa rod clippings 

on orthodoxy, for your and your readers 
coniin. nt in letters to said editors, it might 

trow napldly and do much good, baa t dai 
i,. ipina ' 1 1 ad?an iaa thi Bladi b} rateraoea 

to it in Mid co-nnients in othOf m uspaiH-rs. 

U >ou briofly aubltahad in your papar the 

MM nee < f what :ipp< ared in said articles 
for comment, and many Blade readers see- 
ing It. wrote the editor of said paper from 
all over the country concerning it. even just 
on a postal card, It would greatly surprise 



and v\ake up editors generally on those 
matters, anu help to lead them into Ra- 
tionalism, and with them, thtir readers. 
Taft'l laLi.u 1 was a Luhanan, and he aeems 
lo belong to no church, only aayiug tie had 
great OOBfldV nee in h.s Cathar'l judgm. nL 
and pure living, and tollowei him in his 
religious bi liei, wnich ^ou and i could 
liiobabij bay oui selves, lait was attacked 
0| tanaticb on account oi nib uuorthodoxy. 
i>r>an delivered in tins e»t> hia 1 Rriuce ot 
PaaOi lecture, in which he ridiculed Evo- 
lutiouibts and itatioualists generally. So 
UMI reault of tha atoitlOB seems, along with 
other things, to be a victory for mild uu- 
orthodoxy, it not lor extreme uuorthodoxy, 
such as you and 1 advocate, i^veu the Re- 
UUDlloail circulars sent out here to counter- 
act thaaa orthodox attackh, stated that Lin 
coin, Ok velund, Liraut and liaye a were not 
Members of any church, and nobody ques- 
tioned them about the difilttj of Christ. 
Waf* they not good l'resideats?" Such 
tilings doubtless have a liberalizing effect, 
and point toward Rationalism. With best 
arlahai lor your and the Hlade's success, 1 
am. Ij. WBB8TBR CJROH. 



One of the Right Kind. 

•OUTB l».\K«»TA.-Knelosed Hnd roatofflce 
Ifoetf Order foi $0.60, for which please extend 

th« ■utMorlption ui thi Bladi aaotftiff year. Thi 

riBialnlaS $5 00 may serve to swell the Kmn- 
. v Fund. -JOHN A1U*. 



CAUSE OF SOCIAL EVIL AND THE 
REMEDY. 

( •Miiinucd From Page 5. 

bowavar, lu Utarax] aad aatastlfta meriu. 

Of i s rafOfflMlOTI and human tendencies, 
art not considered at all. There is only one 
QU< siion, will it pa/1 Publishers do not 

prim hooks wr.it.i, i»y pafaoaa without an 
eatabllahad reputation. Thara art funds for 
Ithrariaa, tor Imying raady-aaada books, but 
aol tor oraaJtoi nan Utartlora, There are 

approprlAtlOM Bor printing a great deal of 
won hi. ss matt.r t ran- acted i>y legislature* 
Of Mtantlfli bodies. There are millions 

oontrltratad by tha RMaahara of churches 

for tin- inomulgation of the bible,— but 
thara ara BO organizations of progressive 

paopla, rraathltthara, afatarlallata, Sociai- 

lata, or wliat. ver their name may be,--able 
or willing to d< voti the smallest amount to 
the propagatii.ii of thoir cause. It is less 
tha individual indifference than the lack of 
organization, which is responsible for the 

feahla a&d timid liberal propaganda. There 

an many POODM prevented by circumstances 
from joining or supporting the rational 
movement. 

Accepting thaaa conditions, the publica 
Hon is conshh red as I business enterprise 
WhM is azpaotad to return a profit, and to 
tha parties who furnish the necessary 
BaaiBI tha manuscript will be delivered on 
terms suited to attain that object. 
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Important Announcement 

Next week the Blade will begin the publication of a voluminoui mannaeript for the preparation of i new l»ook on 
the aubjed of llonimi, the law of evolution ai the lawof life and human progress, in extenuation of the teaching! and 
philosophy enunciated by Prof. Ernst EXaeekel* the Jena jdiiloeopher, written by 

DR A. KAU8HAN, OF ALAMEDA, CALIFORNIA. 

The work baa been dedicated to Pro£ gaeckal, a&d that great icholar has not onl> iccepted ihe dedication, but 
has written i highly oomniendatorv letter upon the merit and value of the ideas it inculcates. 

PROF. KAECKEL'8 LETTER OF ACCEPTANCE. 

"IOOLOGICAL INSTITUTE onlj li nt) last two books: "Riddle of the World, 1 * and "Woa4Sfi 
OF TH1 rxivi ksitv OF JRNA." "JRNA. Mav I, lfOfi. 

"In tBS latSfsel of our good eanaei the truth. I can only wish 

"Dear Doetor: — Owing io urgent work I found time only in thai jroar work may be minted tttd distributed in wide circles, 

the last weeks to peruse the voluminous manuscrip; s» nt by >ou Situ , you bars SXprsSSSd tks Kind Intention to dedicate the work 

on January 6th. 190f». to mc I accept tkl| honora bl» • dedication with hearty thanks. 

"1 find your rc-pn sentation of the theory of evolution very "Witt itaeSTS irlsksa tbftl your efforts in behalf of the pro- 

good and clear, especially |kS discussions on religion. Christian- mulgn! ion of the Monistic Philosophy may be crooned by rich 

ity. ethics, right, etc., excellent. Many single passages are Mooes*, I remain, Your old teacher, 

nsrltortotti elaboratloai of rtewi which i bars briefly touches M BRN8T HARCKHL." 



With inch an sndorsementi die work ahould e^mmfftd itself to every Rationalist in America and elsewhere. 

Upon completing ita serial publication in tin* oolumna of the Blade it will be pu1 into l k form, handsomely and 

neatly bound, and put oc aale through the Blade office at $8.00 per copy. 

SUBSCRIBE l\ ADVACE AND SAVE MONET. 

All advance aubacriptiona to the book, paid tip before publication, will aeoure i free delivery of die book, charges 

of postage prepaid. 

wh at THE BOOK CON [\AIN8. 

To give <»nr readera an Idea of the vast scope of tliis nuajmiflcenf work, we offer rhe indes ai furnishing an outline 
of die lubjecta and matter treated therein. 



INDEX. 
Preface. 

PART I 
Relations of Man to Nature. 

CHAPTER I Human knowing tnd its limit. 
CHAPTRR N. Definition of life. Origin of life Evolution of 
organic asresi Iron tin- primitive cell. Darwlnlaa theory. 

CHAPTRR Ml Man at the head of the animil kingdom. Re- 
plies to iome (mentions snd objections. 
CHAPTRR iv. -The human mwL Definition of soul. Doaltstlc 

and Monistic theory. Developmenl <>!* soul. Immortality. 

CHAPTRR v Object of life, Religion and natural theory, 
rressrvatloa of Ufa the aim of nature, intellectual Features onlj 

the means for this purpose, not the object Itself. Social life of 
man and animal. 
CHAPTRR VI. -Christendom in history. 

CHAPTRR VII. -Christendom in the present Religion and 
Progress. 

CHAPTRR VIII —Natural and unnatural, or divine, moral laws 
The false and true In Chrlsfiauits Liberty. Conscience as a 
moral law. Volition. 



PART II 
Relations of Man to Man. 

CHAPTRR IX itete and Individual. Law and right. 
CHAPTRR X. l-aw of labor. Mivision of labor. Money. 

Mental »nd pbysicsl Ufcor. Property, inequality of possession. 

Labor and capital. 
CHAPTRR XI Productive Mid unproductive occupations. Ne- 

eesaltlei snd luxuries [rapoeslblllty of balancing production 
ami eon sumption. 
CHAPTRR XII Individual labor and Ita value. Honesty. The 

Attest in the struunlr of existence. 
CHAPTRR SCIII.— Poverty and its causes. Matrimony under 

the law of raeerltaaae 

CHAPTER MV TbS remedy. How tbt world progresses. 

Paradise on canh. 

CHAPTRR STV Pf o a ve s i and Poverty, bl Henry C.eorge. 
CHAPTRR XVI— The United States of America. 
CHAPTRR XVII Pate. Conclusion. 



. i " .ppeea^iii*n\.€4saw»M 
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BLUE GRASS BLADE 



Naumann Orchestra The Peopled PPC$J Give 'Em Fits. 



£. D. NAl'MAN. Violin. 

ANNA L NAl'MAN, Piano. 

OTTO S. NAl'MAN. Cornet, or Clarinet. 

OtbMT instruments added If desired. 



Over BOO pieces of the latest music suit- 
able for any program, always on hand. 
Ix>ek Box sou. phone 128%, 

SIGOUKXKY, !(>\\ A 

FHF PROCESSION <N PLANPTS 

1 ISTHL Glial NE1 1001 IF YOU 1 u 

sonde. *hy ihc Eir;h moves, write to (be author for a 
description of it; it *hov»sthc true motions of nutter. A.tdrcs* 
1 KANKI IN M. HI U I). M.tioi. \, L(js ANUl L) b. " ' 



THE 

A B C of Religion 

A COLLECTION OF POEMI 

^rcm a Type Written Family Bible Without 

Policy or Piety 
But Full of Common Sense. 

By JOSEPH HAIGH, 

Chebanse, Illinois. 

25 CENTS. 

4ddresg the Author or Blut Grass Blade. 



FREETHOUGHT FUNERALS 



IN THE HOUR OF GREAT NEED. 

Following i.» a list of the names and ad- 
dresses of Liberal speakers who are pre- 
pared to conduct funeral lervicef OfBf t h *- 
remains of deceased Freethinkers. 

On account of prohibit delay it would 
be ad visible to call them by telegram. 

Josephine K. Henry, Versailles, Ky. 

Dr. j. B. Wilson, Id East Fourth ■treat, 

Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Park«r H. lefOOmhe, Editor Tomorrow. 
139 Baal Mtfc Street, Chicago. Illinois. 

John R. Charlesworth, Lexington, Ky. 

Marion W\ Marley, Bueklin, Kansas. 

A. J. Clausen, St. Ansgar, Iowa. 
J. C. iiannon. 8578 Wallace St., 

Philadelphia, Pa. 
Btaaberry Alderman, sfcConnellarille.O. 

H. H. Lane. Ml N. 1*001 Sr., Si W Haw,,, 
Conn. 



HOLIDAY RATES 

via 

QUEEN & CRESCENT ROUTE 



Tickets on sale DeOSmbOT IS, 19, 23, 24. 
25, 30, 31, and January 1, limit January 6, 
1909. Ask agents for particulars. 

W. C. RINEARSON, 



Fearless in it* advocacy of Kreethought 

Published weekly at 111 Blue Island Avt 
, Chicago, 111. 

J. B Lenau Publishet 

Official paper of the Materialist AsSOSlltfcW 
In Canada, or Foreign Countries, ft.oo a Yeai 
Subscription, 50 Cents a Year. 

Silk Dresses Given Away 

An opportunity jf a life time for women 
who love good cloihes. 

High School girls can obtain their grad- 
ua'ion dresses without cost; working girls 
and married women may secure fine fall 
or summer dresi 1 

Large list of patterns to select from. 
P.ona fide offer— no fraud, no grafting or 
disagreeable duties to perform. 
For full particulars send name, address and 
a two-cent postage stamp to 
247 Hennepin Ave. 
MINNEAPOLIS. MINNESOTA. 

ED. S. SHEAGREEN 



OS E PHI NE K. HENRY 

VERSAILLES, KENTUCKY. 

Thousands of copies 01 this up-to-da*\ 
pamphlet are now in circulation in Mi 
United States and Fngland. It treati li 
forcibls style of the most important piob 
leu before the American people. It should 
bs read by both married and single, by all 
men and women who desire domestl- 
< onditions. 

All orders promptly filled by the autho 
1 Copy 25 Cents. 5 Copies One Do' 

FOR THINKERS WHO THINK 



SEcDS 



Sockbee'g "Full ol LMs" Northern Growl 
Pedigreed Seeds have ■ repotaUoti <»t 38 years o 
iui ccssful seed growing behind inca. it pays u 
plant the best 
Baaaoaabla Spot laities:— 

BBANA 
Earliest Red vak utine . . 
Refnm — Extra Barly . . 
Nru Btringk 1 ( .n . n pod . 
Wardwi 11' 1 p Kidi 1 Waa 



f (.',n BttStM 1 

Bushel 



Bushel 
J4 50 Bushel 

Ivso Hushe' 

fs jo Bushel 
} Bushel 
j 1 1 Bw bi 1 



D..\i^ New \\ 1. it. \\ tx 
Carrie's kust Prool Wax . 

I Mi AS 

I'xtra Barly Alaska . . . 
New Barlj Grarfus .... 
Horsfbrd's Market Garden . 

Bu«kl»t t 's Ughtnittg Kxpres 
Lettuce. Rbdiih, Tomato and I full III* ol 
Seeds, Plants Slid Bullisat lowest growing pr i« «-s. 

Bendfoi complete catalogue or subssit a list of 
your require aiettts and will quote prices. 
Bny direct front the grower—Save Monty. 

H. W BUCKBEE 




That's what "THE 

BCARUBT shadow," 
Wulter Hurt's jrreat rad- 
ical novel, do3S to the 
Coices of bigotry and su- 

nomtltton. And Mm sss> 

ular press of the count rv 
goaded by the church 
element, Is throwing- a 
over It, too. No other 
novel of this decade RSI 
been so widely and so 
bitterly denounced by 
orthodax critics — which 
Is sufficient proof that It 
Is all right It hits 6ft 
ated a tenaatlon In con- 
servative circles an<l 
aused consternation 

among ths otorgy. 

It Is enthusiastlcall 
endorsed by leading 
Freethinkers through 
out the world. You ;tl 
know how Hurt can write and in this bool 
he is at nis best. It is an elegant volume 
fit to ornament the finest library; OOflUtnlni 

Itl pease, printed on noswy tavshell paper 

;umI bouna In ox-blood cloth. 
Trice Jl 50. postpaid. 
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Marriage and Divorce - 



Ky 



Fine Farm for Sale 



SPLENDID CHANCE TO OWN PAYINi 
SOIL IN BUCKEYE STATE. 



Do you want a 218 acre farm 0 

Do you want it in Athens. County, Ohio? 

Do you want the best of soil? 

Two itorjr doable barn, almost new. Also 
six room farm house (good condition). 
Abundance of best water throughout farm. 
Two wells, one cistern; good out buildings 
Bntirs farm under cultivation. Small 
woodland, beautiful pasturage, apples and 
peach* s. in center of coal field. Two 
■hafts V\ mile east, another going down; 
4 shafts >u, miles nonh and northwest, an* 
2 more going down. Coal 8 feet to 14 feet. 
Defer less than 8 feet. One-quarter mil. 
to pike (new); miles to county seat- 
Athens— 8,000 inhabitants. Junction K i 
It, B. & O., and H. V. R. R. in Hockin* 
Valley. Heirs are going to sell at once 
Brlttf check book; you can't keep from bu\ 
ing. Sell as low as $50 per acre. 

Athens, O. H. S. LARCH, M. D. 



The Wage Slave 



A Socialist Weekly, that advocates Indus- 
trial t'nlonlsm. 

Revolutionary to the core. 
EDITED BY A FREETHINKER. 
The enemy of everything that 
existing social order. 
Send for sample copy. 
Ad.ireea: The Wage Slave Box 

Uh?h 
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Secular Thought 

. Fortnightly Jpurnal of Rational Criti- 
cism in Politics, 8clence an* Religion. 



of the 

CANADIAN SECULAR UNION AND THE 

TORONTO 8ECULAR SOCIETY. 

Kditor - J. Spencer Ellis. 

Published at 185H Queen St. West, To 
ronto, Canada. Terms, $1 per annum, In 
advance; single copies, 10 cents. 

All communications for the Editorial de 
partment should be addressed — 

J. Spencer Ellis, "Secular Thought, " 
185*4 Queen St. West, Toronto. Can. 
All Business communications, orders for 
V)okB, printing, etc., should he addressed- 

C. M. BLUt, Proprietor and Publisher. 
Secular Thought, 

185^ Queen St. West, 



Order of me and save mom if, I deal with 
the best cutters and largest importers 
direct; have forty years' •tptrttMt; am 
an accurate Judge and analyst of these 
beautiful gems, and diagnose them in all 
their most delicate and intrinsic characters. 
I now do not carry stock, but buy tit* 
goods for cash as I receive the orders, thus 
obtaining best discounts Tfetl saves in- 
terest on capital invested, rents, salaries 
and the large per cent of loss inchl- imtaJ 
to and unavoidable by all dealers who carry 
stock. The small e mimission I will charge 
you for my time, facilities and Judgment 
will be tritling in comparison to the savings 
between the |iric«s \oiir reiail jew.v- r 
MUST chart;.- you and mine. Send PM a 
trial order. Upon receipt of fOOdl compare 
with otners. and if not satisfactory, return 
and get your money. Diamonds remount 
ed in latest artistic designs at lowest prlOM. 
Full value allowed for old jewelry. 

Send for cut prices of Watches, Dla 
monds. Jewelry. Silver. Plated or Optical 

gooda, Tnt Thought and other Badge*, 

Ingersoll spoons and my famous tract: 
"Theism In The Crucible," free 
OTTO WETTSTEIN 
La Grange Cook Co., III. 



SEEDS 

Fresh. Reliable. Pure 
Guaranteed to Pltase 

I rttMraad 
i . i 1 ■ akttm 1 1 B 
M,-.. ■ r ir erttaof Our 

• sOramitta 
SPECIAL OFFKR 
FOR 10 CENTS 

we will mmu! postpaid our 

FAMOUS COLLECTION 
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Sir a I ( a hhaci> 

MM M*rt*1 UMm* . 



1 ... 

Uritat-' iy' >.•!. '. !>> aaaii at 1 • i |f r- «t«Ke -.• I 

ptikinj nn<i IMelvfl iMaknV* "FaBWi » CoUwHWI," I 
fhvt with our K«« m I Inttnid .•• <• .r n 0 . 4a 
ORKAT NOKTHKUN til Kl> « «l 
1981 K. - it, Rorkford, Hi ... 



TO MORROW MAGAZINE 

FOR PEOPLE WHO THINK. 

TO MORROW does Dol draw tts inepira- 
lion from Tradition, M y§( ieism, Super- 
stition or Custom. It Ki 
A Journal of Rationalism. 

Dwftttng with the <|<' ( ' s ti<'ns of Uf6 from the 

Impersonal standpoint, and aeeepting the 

scientific interpretation of all phenomena. 

TO-MORROW is not foi thoM wh ire 

partisan. BOl for those ffho aw iredded 
t.. some pet belief or ism. n -t tor those 
who are governed by tear of God Off of 
Public Opinion. 

TO-MORROW is for Free Souls.- for Men 
and Women who are not Afraid to Think 
in Harmony with Nature's L;uss 
Semi 1~> c uts for Three Months Trial 
Subscription and our Special Book Offer. 
LOfl the Copy, 11.00 lh«' Year. 

TO-MORROW PUBLISHING CO.. 
130 B. 56th St., CHICAGO, ILL 



"The Woman and 
The Prospector 



if 



Is the title of a roinanee e\< r\ w .man ano 1 
chibl should rea<l. It should be in Hie hands 

of nil who are opposed to luperttition ami 

-raft, as it is a protest a-ainsi I ;'eein;U ion, 
vivisection, medical legislation and tlie ad- 
ministration of dmgl to human hcintrs; at 
the same time points out tin' only method 
for the cure of the OOMUBiptive. Thfl book- 
lei is really free, but tin- est of advertising 
and postage we flgUN at 1<> OtllUl M If JfOU 
vn i > 1 1 a BOpy, send us 10 cents. ai.il we will 

■and it to' you. A. M. PARKER, 41fi 

Crocker St.. Loi An-cles, Calif. 



SEND 10c FOR SAMPLE. 

OF 

Heald's Religious Stickers 

Tl em< tx i.4 ihort iiuotations from 
l a- her." "Our Bless- 
i .1 Savior," "Baalam'i Aee," "Mary Christ", 
our Friend, be Devil," and other person 
- of sacred memory. 

tor sticking on church 
and oUn r objects where they will do 
the most food in spreading the "glad tld 
in^s of grea joy." 

Until April 1. 1909. address— 

m iNKLIN HEALD, 

Circlevllle. Ohic 



Do You Believe 



That W€ Hnmani are as Important ai 

Pigs. Potatoes and Pups? 

Dc '(vi believe tint we "grown-ups,' 
in.! rv.v i!e Children, should know aa 

much about ourselves n? we know abou 
Fi<he-\ rii»Wt'a*« Ml FingsV 
Do you bellev* in Better Fiogeny, a More 

Elevated Knee anyway! 

[f id ' ' for a year's subscription 
to the American Journal of Eugenics, and 

be la the Van <»f Human Progress. 

Pu ed monthly ai South Mair 
St.. Loi tageles, California. U. S. A 
Bamplei sn cents Trial three month! 
with ! Initltntlonal Marriage." 31 

centi st imps. 



The Holy Bible 

In a Nutshell 

\ N in Booklet showing up the contradlo 
•i.-ns Rnd fallacies of the Christian bible. 

lUl t. be thing to pass around among 
\our rellgloui friends to ' jarr their faith 
and «! Ir lOdweba Ready Soon. 

Order Now! Single copy 10c, 3 for 25c, 15 
for $1.00. 

tddraaai J. frantz. 

]~'2 < Kllis Btrt M . San Fr.ineisco. Cal. 

SEEDS 

Bl'CkBEES SEEDS SUCCEED ! 

SPECIAL OFFER: 

^iUJe to build New HualnrM. A trial will ^ 

■MM fOa our ptfSaSBMi customer. 



Indai taaaliiaai \ 
' It tlie tliiftt : Tur-lp. 7 •i.ii-iHiM : o»i..n. !t beii varl 

I 'fi V; lO»»rl.tf.a — rrl..« U.tlnaU. 

V ' ui aBUNTl • i» re I'Lt 
Write to-day; Mention this Paper. 



SEND 10 CENTS 

■ i o»W» w \ r«ck>nf and r«c«iva tkU ▼•l«a*1« J 

|... Ipt.lil. I 

, nil .. Be- .it,,! -,,a 

IXenCallaaa, s " lt ' 
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OUR MARK FOR 1909 IS TO 

DOUBLE OUR CIRCULATION 

Just Read Over the Beautiful and Valuable Premiums we 
Offer and Make up Your Mind.tojiet Busy 

Elegant Dinner Sets 

w ! Ml ST DOUBLE OUB PRESENT CIRCULATION DURING L908 AS A GUARANTEE 
OF PERMANENCY A X I > STABILITY. TO THIS END WE OFFER 
fXDUCEMENTS I X THE tt'AY OF USEFUL PREMIUMS TO PAY 
YOU FOR THE TIME YOU EXPEND HELPING ITS. 



PREMIUMS! 



PREMIUMS! 



1 Roman Gold Monogram, China Dinner Set, 42 Pieces 



( Ornamental 
per set, [nitii 



TEN 



Thil II iin attraction fur <-vrrv woman.— I'-eful ;in 
decoration. Good China, Retails al (8.00 
woven in monogram and buroiebed upon every j »i< •<•< • in pore 

-i BSCRIBERS! 



I V 
mid 



ittei 
letter*. 



the table ji pretty 
oi owner's name 



TEN SUBSCRIBERS! 



Scij.I in [Q Sew Yearly Subscriber* to the Blade and we will send you one of the above 
seta, charges prepaid. X<» money out of your pocket Only n little real effort, and yon <*:ih 
get theae without actual ooat 



1 Noon-Time China Dinner Set, 45 Pieces 



This Bel i- equally ai attractive as the 
set. An ornament t«» any table; 

SEVEN 8UBS< RIBERS! 



her, but has no mottagraiu. It retaili ;ii $5.00 per 



You can gel thii lei sent t«> yen free, charges 
lubacriben to the Blade. 



SEVEN SUBSCRIBERS! 
poetpaid, by sending us seven new annual 



TEH Ms : - 



Write us that you intend working to secure one or either of the above dinner sets and we 
will enter your name In i l><>ok whereon to credit you for every lubaeriber yon send and 
keep i record. Subeoriptioni may be.eent in ,-it any t i n i< and the paper will U* sent as soon 
ai received When you hav< sent in the requiaite number tot either set, it will be aant to 
von at once. 

SUBSCRIPTION BLANK FORMS WILL BE SENT ON APPLICATION, 
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